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The group, led by Joseph, is in the region of Gaza on
its way to the Egyptian frontier; and the landscape is that of
early spring with newly fallen snow cresting the desolate
ridge of mountains seen through the darkness of night.
The spirits of the massacred children have joined the
travellers and are trooping along with them, garlanded as
was the custom with ancient sacrifices, and some of them
carrying branches of blossoming trees. A supernatural
light shines upon them and illuminates the radiant faces of
the rejoicing children. The infant spirits are divided into
three groups, first the leading group bathed in heavenly light
with their eyes filled with joy in the knowledge of their
new life ; secondly a large middle group in a stage of spiritual
transition, of whom the leading infant gazes down at the rent
in its garment, bewildered that its body bears no trace of
the mortal wound; and lastly a group of three (I refer to the
original version) floating behind the ass, asleep and in atti-
tudes of pain ; these latter bear witness to suffering recently
undergone, whilst those that precede carry the mind gradu-
ally forward to the new life that has triumphed over death.
The whole transition from the agony of martyrdom to the
joy of a higher state of existence is in itself a stroke of
consummate genius. Of the principal figures the infant
Christ is the only one who sees the vision of the children;
he points back to them with some ears of corn held in his
hand, endeavouring to attract the attention of his mother.
Joseph is leading the ass quickly forward on the brink of a
narrow stream of water that descends from the left of the
group of trees; he is turning his head with alarm towards
the glow of signal fires and some dogs which are piercing
the night air with their barking. So much for the main
action of the scene.

Next we have some elaborate symbolism.    As there are